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WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO TELL ANYONE WHAT “TO DO” OR
WHAT “NOT TO DO"? WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO TELL YOU, “YOU
CAN, OR “YOU CAN'T"?

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT THE FACT THAT REAL
AUTHORITY ONLY EXISTS IF GOD EXISTS?

WHY MUST A 17-YEAR-OLD, WHO MIGHT BE
BIGGER, STRONGER, FASTER, AND PERHAPS
EVEN SMARTER THAN HIS PARENTS, OBEY HIS

PARENTS? (

WHY MUST A 9o-YEAR-OLD U.S CITIZEN 14
PAY TAXES AND OBEY THE PRESIDENT
(WHO MICHT ONLY BE 45)?

The answer to these and any number
of other questions about real authority 2
and power is found in God.

[F OO DOESN'T
EXIST, THEN

LOGICALLY, YOU CAN

10 WHATEVER IS

" RIGHT IN YOUR DWN

YOU MIGHT DO WHAT SOME-  pypa ( JINEES 21:95)

YOUR ADVANTAGE IN A GIVEN
SITUATION, BUT IT WOULD NOT
BE THE RESULT OF ANYONE AC-
TUALLY HAVING REAL AUTHOR-
ITY OVER YOU—AGAIN, IF GOD
DOES NOT EXIST.

/ ‘
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ON THE OTHER HAND, IF GOD DOES EXIST, THEN AB-
SOLUTE AUTHORITY EXISTS. THE LOGICAL REASON FOR [
TRULY OBEYING SOMEONE IS ROOTED AND GROUNDED
IN COD AND HIS WORD. IF GOD HAS INSTRUCTED MAN
REGARDING “WHO IS TO OBEY WHOM, THEN SUCH
RULE OF LAW MUST BE FOLLOWED.

OBEYING GOD

AS MAN'S CREATOR, PROVIDER, SAVIOR, AND JUDGE, GOO HAS AL n.;_
POWER AND EVERY RIGHT T0 TELL US WHAT TO 00 AND WHAT NOT
D0. BY HIS SUPREME, DIVINE NATURE, HE HAS RULE OVER LS.

PERHAPS THIS COMPARISON WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND
GOD’S AUTHORITY OVER HUMANITY:

YOU (AS A HUMAN BEING) HAVE
SOME NATURAL AUTHORITY AT
YOUR HOUSE OVER YOUR DOG, CAT,
HAMSTER, OR OTHER ANIMAL.
[BUT PLEASE DON'T LET YOUR AU-
THORITY “CO TO YOUR HEAD” AND
ABUSE YOUR “POWER” BY BEING
MEAN TO YOUR PETS.] SINCE GOD
MADE HUMANS WITH A DIFFERENT
(AND MUCH HIGHER) KIND OF NA-
TURE THAN ANIMALS (AS WELL AS
PLANTS), HUMAN BEINGS HAVE AU-
THORITY OVER THEM—AUTHORITY
CIVEN BY COD (READ GENESIS 1:26-
28). IN A SIMILAR WAY, GOD (AS BE-
ING THE UNCREATED, DIVINE ONE, ¢
AND NOT HUMAN), HAS “NATURAL”
AUTHORITY OVER HUMAN BEINGS.

GOD HAS "ALL AUTHORITY...IN

HEAVEN AND ON EARTH"
(MATTHEW 28:18).

| GOD IS "THE KING OF KINGS
. AND LORD OF LORDS"
(1TIMOTHY 6:15).
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ANYONE AND EVERYONE (WHETHER 5
KING, CHIEF, GOVERNOR, OR PRESIDENT) ' s
IS TO SUBMIT TO GOD AND HIS PN,

SUPREMELY AUTHORITATIVE WILL. P

OBEYING YOUR PARENTS

THE APOSTLE PAUL, IN WRITING HIS LETTER
TO THE CHURCH AT COLOSSE, SAID: “CHIL-
DREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN ALL THINGS,
FOR THIS IS WELL PLEASING TO THE LORD”
(COLOSSIANS 3:20).

0D BELIEVED THAT THIS MESSAGE
WAS 50 IMPORTANT THAT THE
. APOSTLE PAUL ALSO DECLARED IT
sy WHEN WRITING T0 THE CHURCH
\e¢ AT EPHESUS. HE INSTRUCTED
YOUNG PEDPLE, SAYINE:

LT
e

i RS RATE

‘& NOTICE THAT THIS PASSAGE IS A QUOTA-
¢ TION FROM THE FIFTH LAW IN THE TEN
8. COMMANDMENTS THAT GOD GAVE MO-
153) R SES ON MOUNT SINAI (‘HONOR YOUR
g  FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER, THAT
YOUR DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON THE
LAND WHICH THE LORD YOUR GOD IS
GIVING YOU"—EXODUS 20:12).

THE REASON THAT PAUL SAID THIS IS “THE FIRST COMMAND-
MENT WITH PROMISE" IS BECAUSE THIS COMMANDMENT WAS
THE FIRST ONE WITH A SPECIAL PROMISE ATTACHED TO IT.
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GENERALLY SPEAKING, A PERSON WHO
OBEYS AND HONORS HIS OR HER PAR-
ENTS WILL HAVE A LONGCER, HAPPIER,
AND MORE USEFUL LIFE ON THIS EARTH
THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT.

GRANTED, AN OBEDIENT

.. CHILD MAY DIE IN A TRACIC
ACCIDENT FROM TIME TO
TIME, BUT HE WILL NOT

DIE FOR MANY OF THE REASONS THAT DISOBEDIENT
YOUNG PEOPLE DIE. SINCE RESPECTFUL CHILDREN DO
NOT CONSUME ILLEGAL DRUGS, STEAL FROM INDIVIDUALS
OR BUSINESSES, OR HANG OUT WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE
INVOLVED IN SUCH SINS, THEY OBVIOUSLY WILL NOT BE
HARMED LIKE MANY DISOBEDIENT CHILDREN.

YOUNG PEOPLE WHDO OBEY THEIR
PARENTS WILL FORM GOODO HABITS
(LIKE WORKING HARD AND STUDY-

ING THE BIBLE), WHICH CONTRIBUTE

T0 A HAPPY, HEALTHY LIFE. THE
SIMPLE TRUTH IS, IF YOU WANT TO

BE HAPPY, BOTH IN THIS LIFE AND IN
THE NEXT ONE, THEN YOU NEED TO

BE LIKE JESUS, WHO WAS “SUBJECT”

(OR “DBEDIENT") TO HIS PARENTS

(LUKE 2:a).

_—
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OBEYING THE GOVERNMENT

JESUS DESIRES FOR EVERYONE (ESPE-
CIALLY CHRISTIANS) TO BE MODEL CITI-
ZENS. HE WANTS US TO OBEY THE LAWS
OF THE GOVERNMENT “FOR THE LORD’S
SAKE” (1 PETER 2:13)—BECAUSE IT IS HIS
WILL, AND IT IS TO HIS GLORY.

ON ONE OCCASION, SOME UNGODLY MEN
WHD DISLIKED JESUS TRIED TO TRICK HIM
BY ASKING HIM WHETHER IT WAS LAWFUL TO PAY
TAXES TO THE KING OF ROME. JESUS ASKED SOME- [ snci s
ONE TO GIVE HIM A CDIN. HE THEN ASKED THEM f{; B
WHOSE IMAGE WAS ON THE COIN. THEY SAID IT e
WAS CAESAR'S. JESUS THEN STATED: “RENDER
THEREFORE T0O CAESAR THE THINGS THAT ARE

CAESAR’S AND TO GOD S
THE THINGS THAT ARE
GUIST (MATTHEW 222D\ | payL pyT (T THISWAY:"LET EVERY SouL BE
 SUBJECT To THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES
I W
s et T MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT.
TO HELP PEOPLE GET _
ALONGWITHEACH °,.
OTHER, BE SAFE, |

AND TO KEEP

e
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THINK WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF A PERSON
DID NOT DRIVE ON THE CORRECT SIDE

OF THE ROAD. HE WOULD CAUSE AN AC-
CIDENT AND HURT HIMSELF AND OTHERS.
LAWS ARE NOT USUALLY MEANT TO BE
BAD, MEAN, OR UNFAIR.

THERE IS AN EXCEPTION TO THE
PRINCIPLE OF OBEYING THE LAWS OF THE LANO— OUG)
AN EXCEPTION THAT WAS GIVEN BY THE OBy
APOSTLES WHEN CERTAIN AUTHORITIES
; TI]L]] THEM T0 STOP TEACHING PEOPLE ABDUT
| JESUS. THEY SAID:

e

THEY MEANT THAT WHEN HUMAN
LAWS CONFLICT WITH GOD’S LAWS,
WE MUST OBEY GOD’S LAWS—EVEN IF IT MEANS
BREAKING MAN’S LAWS. BUT WHEN MAN’S LAWS DO NOT
ONFLICT WITH GOD’S LAWS, CHRISTIANS SHOULD OBEY THE
LAWS OF THE LAND.

Although our sinful pride sometimes makes obedience difficult, God wants us to
“be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace
to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). Even Jesus, when He came to Earth to save mankind, willingly “humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death” (Philippians 2:8).

ANSWERS
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