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WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO TELL ANYONE WHAT “TO DO” OR 
WHAT “NOT TO DO”? WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO TELL YOU, “YOU 

CAN,” OR “YOU CAN’T”?

Have you ever thought about the fact that real 
authority only exists if God exists?

ON THE OTHER HAND, IF GOD DOES EXIST, THEN AB-
SOLUTE AUTHORITY EXISTS. THE LOGICAL REASON FOR 
TRULY OBEYING SOMEONE IS ROOTED AND GROUNDED 
IN GOD AND HIS WORD. IF GOD HAS INSTRUCTED MAN 

REGARDING “WHO IS TO OBEY WHOM,” THEN SUCH 
RULE OF LAW MUST BE FOLLOWED. 

OBEYING GOD

PERHAPS THIS COMPARISON WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND 
GOD’S AUTHORITY OVER HUMANITY: WHY MUST A 90-YEAR-OLD U.S CITIZEN 

PAY TAXES AND OBEY THE PRESIDENT 
(WHO MIGHT ONLY BE 45)? 

If God doesn’t 
exist, then 

logically, you can 
do whatever is 

right in your own 
eyes (Judges 21:25). 

GOD IS “THE KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS”  

(1 TIMOTHY 6:15). 

WHY MUST A 17-YEAR-OLD, WHO MIGHT BE 
BIGGER, STRONGER, FASTER, AND PERHAPS 

EVEN SMARTER THAN HIS PARENTS, OBEY HIS 
PARENTS? 

The answer to these and any number 
of other questions about real authority 

and power is found in God.

YOU MIGHT DO WHAT SOME-
ONE ELSE SAYS BECAUSE IT IS TO 
YOUR ADVANTAGE IN A GIVEN 

SITUATION, BUT IT WOULD NOT 
BE THE RESULT OF ANYONE AC-
TUALLY HAVING REAL AUTHOR-
ITY OVER YOU—AGAIN, IF GOD 

DOES NOT EXIST.

As man’s Creator, Provider, Savior, and Judge, God has all 
power and every right to tell us what to do and what not to 

do. By His supreme, divine nature, He has rule over us.

YOU (AS A HUMAN BEING) HAVE 
SOME NATURAL AUTHORITY AT 
YOUR HOUSE OVER YOUR DOG, CAT, 
HAMSTER, OR OTHER ANIMAL. 
[BUT PLEASE DON’T LET YOUR AU-
THORITY “GO TO YOUR HEAD” AND 
ABUSE YOUR “POWER” BY BEING 
MEAN TO YOUR PETS.] SINCE GOD 
MADE HUMANS WITH A DIFFERENT 
(AND MUCH HIGHER) KIND OF NA-
TURE THAN ANIMALS (AS WELL AS 
PLANTS), HUMAN BEINGS HAVE AU-
THORITY OVER THEM—AUTHORITY 
GIVEN BY GOD (READ GENESIS 1:26-
28). IN A SIMILAR WAY, GOD (AS BE-
ING THE UNCREATED, DIVINE ONE, 
AND NOT HUMAN), HAS “NATURAL” 
AUTHORITY OVER HUMAN BEINGS.

GOD HAS “ALL AUTHORITY…IN 
HEAVEN AND ON EARTH”  

(MATTHEW 28:18). 
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AU
TH

OR
IT

YANYONE AND EVERYONE (WHETHER 
KING, CHIEF, GOVERNOR, OR PRESIDENT) 
IS TO SUBMIT TO GOD AND HIS 
SUPREMELY AUTHORITATIVE WILL.

GENERALLY SPEAKING, A PERSON WHO 
OBEYS AND HONORS HIS OR HER PAR-
ENTS WILL HAVE A LONGER, HAPPIER, 

AND MORE USEFUL LIFE ON THIS EARTH 
THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT. 

Young people who obey their 
parents will form good habits 
(like working hard and study-

ing the Bible), which contribute 
to a happy, healthy life. The 

simple truth is, if you want to 
be happy, both in this life and in 
the next one, then you need to 

be like Jesus, Who was “subject” 
(or “obedient”) to His parents 

(Luke 2:51).

OBEYING YOUR PARENTS

CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PAR-

ENTS IN THE LORD, FOR THIS 

IS RIGHT. “HONOR YOUR 

FATHER AND MOTHER,” 

WHICH IS THE FIRST COM-

MANDMENT WITH PROM-

ISE: “THAT IT MAY BE WELL 

WITH YOU AND YOU MAY 

LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH” 

(EPHESIANS 6:1-3).

THE APOSTLE PAUL, IN WRITING HIS LETTER 
TO THE CHURCH AT COLOSSE, SAID: “CHIL-
DREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN ALL THINGS, 
FOR THIS IS WELL PLEASING TO THE LORD” 

(COLOSSIANS 3:20). 

God believed that this message 
was so important that the 

apostle Paul also declared it 
when writing to the church 

at Ephesus. He instructed 
young people, saying:

NOTICE THAT THIS PASSAGE IS A QUOTA-
TION FROM THE FIFTH LAW IN THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS THAT GOD GAVE MO-

SES ON MOUNT SINAI (“HONOR YOUR 
FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER, THAT 

YOUR DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON THE 
LAND WHICH THE LORD YOUR GOD IS 

GIVING YOU”—EXODUS 20:12). 

THE REASON THAT PAUL SAID THIS IS “THE FIRST COMMAND-
MENT WITH PROMISE” IS BECAUSE THIS COMMANDMENT WAS 

THE FIRST ONE WITH A SPECIAL PROMISE ATTACHED TO IT. 

GRANTED, AN OBEDIENT 
CHILD MAY DIE IN A TRAGIC 
ACCIDENT FROM TIME TO 
TIME, BUT HE WILL NOT 

DIE FOR MANY OF THE REASONS THAT DISOBEDIENT 
YOUNG PEOPLE DIE. SINCE RESPECTFUL CHILDREN DO 
NOT CONSUME ILLEGAL DRUGS, STEAL FROM INDIVIDUALS 
OR BUSINESSES, OR HANG OUT WITH PEOPLE WHO ARE 
INVOLVED IN SUCH SINS, THEY OBVIOUSLY WILL NOT BE 
HARMED LIKE MANY DISOBEDIENT CHILDREN. 
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WRITE THE HIDDEN PASSAGE 
OF SCRIPTURE FOUND IN THE 
WORDSEARCH BELOW.

Solve, Find,  
and Circle
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1.  ___	 Sinful pride some-
times makes obedi-
ence easy.

2.  ___	 When human laws conflict with 
God’s laws, we must obey human laws.

3.  ___	 Most of the laws of the land are meant to help 
people be safe and to keep order and peace.

4.  ___	 Real authority only exists if God exists.

5.  ___	 If God doesn’t exist, then logically, you can do 
whatever is right in your own eyes.

6.  ___	 The logical reason for truly obeying someone is 
rooted and grounded in atheism and evolution.

7.  ___	 God and humanity have the same nature.

8.  ___	 We need to be like Jesus, Who was obedient to 
His parents.

1.	 God wants us to “be ________ to one another, and 
be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble”  
(1 Peter 5:5).

2.	 Jesus “________ Himself and became obedient to 
the point of death” (Philippians 2:8).

3.	 “We ought to obey _____ rather than men” (Acts 
5:29).

4. 	 God has “____ authority…in heaven and on earth” 
(Matthew 28:18).

5. 	 “__________, obey your parents in all things, for 
this is well pleasing to the Lord” (Colossians 3:20).

6. 	 “Render therefore to ________ the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s” (Mat-
thew 22:21).

7. 	 “‘_______ your father and mother,’ which is the first 
commandment with promise” (Ephesians 6:2).

8. 	 God is “the _____ of kings and Lord of lords” (1 
Timothy 6:15).

9. 	 “Let every soul be subject to the governing 
__________” (Romans 13:1).

OBEYING THE GOVERNMENT
JESUS DESIRES FOR EVERYONE (ESPE-

CIALLY CHRISTIANS) TO BE MODEL CITI-
ZENS. HE WANTS US TO OBEY THE LAWS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT “FOR THE LORD’S 
SAKE” (1 PETER 2:13)—BECAUSE IT IS HIS 
WILL, AND IT IS TO HIS GLORY.

On one occasion, some ungodly men 
who disliked Jesus tried to trick Him 
by asking Him whether it was lawful to pay 
taxes to the king of Rome. Jesus asked some-
one to give Him a coin. He then asked them 
whose image was on the coin. They said it 
was Caesar’s. Jesus then stated: “Render 
therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God 
the things that are 
God’s” (Matthew 22:21). PAUL PUT IT THIS WAY: “LET EVERY SOUL BE 

SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES ” 
(ROMANS 13:1). THAT MEANS EVERYONE IS SUP-

POSED TO OBEY THE LAWS THAT HAVE BEEN 
MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

MOST OF THE LAWS OF 
THE LAND ARE MEANT 
TO HELP PEOPLE GET 
ALONG WITH EACH 
OTHER, BE SAFE, 
AND TO KEEP  
ORDER AND 
PEACE.  
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THINK WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF A PERSON 
DID NOT DRIVE ON THE CORRECT SIDE 
OF THE ROAD. HE WOULD CAUSE AN AC-
CIDENT AND HURT HIMSELF AND OTHERS. 
LAWS ARE NOT USUALLY MEANT TO BE 
BAD, MEAN, OR UNFAIR.

THEY MEANT THAT WHEN HUMAN 
LAWS CONFLICT WITH GOD’S LAWS, 
WE MUST OBEY GOD’S LAWS—EVEN IF IT MEANS 
BREAKING MAN’S LAWS. BUT WHEN MAN’S LAWS DO NOT 

CONFLICT WITH GOD’S LAWS, CHRISTIANS SHOULD OBEY THE 
LAWS OF THE LAND.

Although our sinful pride sometimes makes obedience difficult, God wants us to  
“be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for God resists the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). Even Jesus, when He came to Earth to save mankind, willingly “humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death” (Philippians 2:8).

 “WE OUGHT TO OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN”  (Acts 5:29). 

There is an exception to the  
principle of obeying the laws of the land—

an exception that was given by the 
apostles when certain authorities 

told them to stop teaching people about  
Jesus. They said:
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